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Process Server Myths vs. Reality

Introduction

Movies and TV shows love to dramatize process servers. They show people in disguises, car chases, and 
late-night confrontations. In real life, service of process is much simpler and more professional.

This guide separates fact from fiction. We explain what process servers really do, what your rights are, 
and how service of process works under Oklahoma law. All information is based on current Oklahoma 
statutes.

If you have specific legal questions about your case, contact a licensed attorney. This guide provides general 
information only.

Myth vs. Reality

Here are the most common myths about process servers and the real facts behind each one:

# The Myth The Reality

1 MYTH:Process servers are police officers. FACT:No. Process servers are private citizens licensed 
by the court. They are not law enforcement. 12 O.S. 
§158.1

2 MYTH:You can refuse to accept the papers. FACT:You can try, but service is still valid if the server 
follows legal methods. Leaving papers with someone 
15+ at your home counts. 12 O.S. §2004(C)(1)(c)(1)

3 MYTH:If you do not touch the papers, service
does not count.

FACT:False. A process server does not need you to 
physically take the papers. Personal delivery or 
substituted service at your home is valid. 12 O.S. 
§2004(C)(1)

4 MYTH:Process servers can enter your home. FACT:No. Process servers cannot enter your home 
without permission. They must serve you at the door 
or in a public place.

5 MYTH:Process servers work only at night and 
on weekends.

FACT:Most service happens during normal business 
hours. While some attempts occur in evenings, there 
are no set hours required by law.

6 MYTH:You can hide to avoid being served. FACT:Hiding only delays the case. If you cannot be 
found, the plaintiff can use service by publication or 
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# The Myth The Reality

other court-approved methods. 12 O.S. §2004(C)(3)

7 MYTH:Process servers only serve divorce 
papers.

FACT:Process servers handle all types of civil cases. 
This includes small claims, evictions, subpoenas, 
business disputes, and more. 12 O.S. §2004

8 MYTH:Certified mail service is not real 
service.

FACT:Certified mail with return receipt requested is a 
valid method of service under Oklahoma law. 12 O.S. 
§2004(C)(2)

9 MYTH:A process server can arrest you. FACT:No. Process servers have no arrest powers. They 
are not law enforcement officers. Their only job is to 
deliver court papers.

10 MYTH:Service is only valid if you sign 
something.

FACT:You do not need to sign for service to be valid. 
The process server files an affidavit of service with the 
court. 12 O.S. §2004(G)(2)

11 MYTH:Process servers can use force. FACT:No. Process servers must follow the law. They 
cannot use force, threats, or harassment. Tulsa County 
rules prohibit weapons unless the server has a 
concealed carry permit.

12 MYTH:If the papers have errors, service is 
invalid.

FACT:Minor errors usually do not invalidate service. 
The court can amend process unless material prejudice
results. 12 O.S. §2004(H). Always verify errors with the 
court.

13 MYTH:You need a lawyer to respond to a 
lawsuit.

FACT:You can represent yourself in Oklahoma courts. 
However, a lawyer can help you understand your 
options. This is your personal choice.

14 MYTH:Process servers are bounty hunters. FACT:No. Bounty hunters locate people who skipped 
bail. Process servers deliver court papers for civil cases.
These are completely different jobs.

15 MYTH:Service always happens in person. FACT:Service can be done by personal delivery, 
certified mail, publication, commercial courier, or 
other court-approved methods. 12 O.S. §2004(C)

Sources: 12 O.S. §2004; 12 O.S. §158.1; Oklahoma District Court Rules
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How Service Actually Works

Under Oklahoma law (12 O.S. §2004), there are several legal ways to serve court papers. Here is the 
step-by-step flow:

Step Method How It Works

1 Filing Plaintiff files case with court clerk. Clerk issues a summons. 12 
O.S. §2004(A)

2 Personal Delivery Server hands papers directly to you, or leaves them with 
someone 15+ at your home. 12 O.S. §2004(C)(1)

3 Certified Mail Papers sent by certified mail, return receipt requested. Service 
is complete on the date you receive or refuse it. 12 O.S. 
§2004(C)(2)

4 Commercial Courier Delivery by overnight or commercial courier with signed receipt.
12 O.S. §2004.3

5 Publication If other methods fail after due diligence, notice published in a 
newspaper once a week for three weeks. 12 O.S. §2004(C)(3)

6 Court Order The court may approve alternative methods when standard 
methods do not work. 12 O.S. §2004(C)(6)

7 Proof Filed Server files an affidavit of service with the court showing date, 
place, and method. 12 O.S. §2004(G)(2)

Your Rights When Being Served

You have clear rights when a process server approaches you. Use this checklist:

☐ Your Rights

☐ You have the right to remain calm. Process servers are simply doing their job.

☐ You have the right to ask to see the process server's license. Tulsa County rules require servers to show 
their license and identify themselves.

☐ You have the right to refuse entry to your home. Process servers cannot enter without your permission.

☐ You have the right to verify the documents. Ask what case the papers are for and which court issued 
them.
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☐ Your Rights

☐ You have the right to consult an attorney before responding. You typically have 20 days to file a response
after being served.

☐ You have the right to ask questions about what you have been served. The server may explain what the 
papers are but cannot give legal advice.

☐ You have the right to receive service at a reasonable time. Avoiding service may result in alternative 
methods that do not require your cooperation.

Quick Facts About Service in Oklahoma

These Oklahoma-specific facts help put service of process in context:

Fact Details

Who Can Serve Sheriffs, licensed private process servers, or persons 
specially appointed by the court. 12 O.S. §2004(C)(1)
(a)

License Requirements Age 18+, Oklahoma resident for 6+ months, county 
resident for 30+ days, good moral character, $5,000 
bond. 12 O.S. §158.1

License Fee $150 for statewide license. Renewals are $15 per 
three-year period. Verify current fees with the court 
clerk.

Service Deadline Service must be made within 180 days of filing, or the 
case may be dismissed. 12 O.S. §2004(I)

Response Deadline Defendants typically have 20 days to respond after 
being served. Verify with the court.

Badge Policy Process servers in Tulsa County cannot wear badges. 
They must carry their license and show it when 
serving. Tulsa County Rule 17

Weapon Policy Process servers cannot carry weapons unless they 
have a concealed carry permit. Tulsa County Rule 17

Types of Cases Process servers handle civil cases including divorce, 
eviction, small claims, debt collection, business 
disputes, subpoenas, and more.

Just Legal Solutions · (539) 367-6832 · info@JustLegalSolutions.org · justlegalsolutions.org  |  Page 6



Process Server Myths vs. Reality

Fact Details

Unlicensed Service Serving process without a license is a misdemeanor 
under Oklahoma law. 12 O.S. §158.1(I)

Electronic Service Documents after the original petition can be served by 
email if the party consents in writing. 12 O.S. §2005(B)

Source: 12 O.S. §2004; 12 O.S. §158.1; 12 O.S. §2005; Tulsa County District Court Rule 17
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Important Disclaimer

This document is provided by Just Legal Solutions for educational purposes only. It is not legal advice and
does not create an attorney-client relationship.

Not a Law Firm

Just Legal Solutions is not a law firm. Joseph Iannazzi is a licensed private process server, not an attorney.
This document provides procedural information only. It does not advise you what to do in your specific 
situation.

Verify All Information

Laws and court rules change. Always verify current requirements with the court clerk or a licensed 
attorney before taking any legal action. Procedures may vary by county and by judge.

No Guarantees

Every case is different. The information in this guide is general and may not apply to your specific 
situation. Results vary based on facts, jurisdiction, and court discretion.

DISCLAIMER

Not a law firm. This document provides procedural information only.
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